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THE BASIS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
The quotation below taken from the by-laws of the Cornell 
chapter of Sigma Xi treats so clearly and effectively some much 
discussed questions of the Society as a whole that they have been 
reprinted here for the benefit of other chapters. 

Many members have emphasized in correspondence and in per- 
sonal discussion the ever present danger of emphasizing numerical 
averages above real ability in scientific investigation. Too many 
members and chapter officers confess that they do not know why Mr. 
X was elected except that a good department or some first class 
member of the faculty recommended him. 

Appendices to By-Laws of the Alpha Chapter 

II 

"i. That hereafter each nomination shall be accompanied by a 
statement of the nature of the work upon which the nomination is 
based." 

"2. That, in the opinion of the committee, there is danger of too 
great emphasis being laid upon the numerical standing of candidates 
as compared with the ability for research, (see below) which has 
always been the criterion for membership." 

"3. It is further recommended that these resolutions be printed 
and sent to the members at the time of asking for nominations." 
(Recommendations adopted May 26, 1906.) 

"Ability in scientific research should ordinarily involve ( 1 ) skill 
and initiative in devising suitable methods or apparatus for use 
in making observations or in securing data ; (2) skill in arranging and 
interpreting data and in formulating generalizations based on them; 
(3) the logical investigation of a scientific question or group of 
questions resulting in a substantial addition to the existing body of 
knowledge." 

(Definition of Research adopted March 37, 1918.) 

IV 
"In the interpretation of the phrase 'marked excellence' in Art. 
Ill, Sec. 7 of the Constitution relative to the election of associate 
members, emphasis shall be laid on the candidate's originality and 
promise of ability in scientific investigation rather than on scholar- 
ship alone." 

(Adopted at meeting of the Chapter, April 30, 1917.) 
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